
 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF PENNARD COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON 

19 DECEMBER 2017 AT PENNARD COMMUNITY HALL (Small hall) at 7.45 pm 

 

Present : Cllr Jeff Eley – Chair, Cllr Susan Rodaway, Cllr Lynda James, Cllr Mark Smith, Cllr Ralph Cook, Cllr 

Angela Brunt, Cllr Sally Rogers. 

          

In attendance: Mr David Mackerras – Clerk.   

                                                     

Apologies for absence: Cllr Wes Weeks, Cllr Jeffrey Rogers. 

 

Declarations of Interest: None. 

 

This meeting was convened in place of the previously arranged meeting of 14th December 

which was not quorate. 

Advice will be sought to confirm whether a meeting may be cancelled in advance if it is clear 

that the meeting will not be quorate. 

 

2017/176 Questions from the public 

There were no members of the public present.  

 

2017/177 Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 15 November 2017 

      a.    It was proposed by Cllr Mark Smith, seconded by Cllr Angela Brunt and unanimously 

             agreed that the minutes should be approved as a true and accurate record.                    

b.   Update – There was no update.     

 

2017/178 Minutes of the Burial Ground committee meeting held on 28 November 2017 

a. It was proposed by Cllr Susan Rodaway, seconded by Cllr Lynda James and unanimously 

agreed that the minutes should be approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

2017/179 Minutes of the Environment committee held on 28 November 2017 

      a.   It was proposed by Cllr Susan Rodaway, seconded by Cllr Sally Rogers and unanimously 

            agreed that the minutes should be approved as a true and accurate record. 

         

2017/180 Minutes of the Planning committee held on 28 November 2017 

      a.   It was proposed by Cllr Susan Rodaway, seconded by Cllr Richard Killick and unanimously 

            agreed that the minutes should be approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

2017/181 Minutes of the Field committee held on 30 November 2017 

      a.   It was proposed by Cllr Mark Smith, seconded by Cllr Susan Rodaway and unanimously 

            agreed that the minutes should be approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

2017/182 Minutes of the Extraordinary Full Council meeting held on 30 November 2017 

     a.   It was proposed by Cllr Mark Smith, seconded by Cllr Sally Rogers and unanimously agreed 

           that the minutes should be approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

 2017/183  Finance and Employment                                                                                                                        

a.   It was proposed by Cllr Susan Rodaway, seconded by Cllr Lynda James and unanimously 

      agreed that the payment schedule for December is approved for payment. 

b.   Closing balances for November 2017 were noted. 

c.   It was proposed by Cllr Jeff Eley, seconded by Cllr Jason Thomas and unanimously agreed 

      that a letter of thanks should be sent to the Internal Auditor, Mr Brian Macnamara for the 

      Audit work undertaken on the 2016/17 Accounts and that a £50 Sainsbury voucher should 

      also be given to him as a token of thanks.      
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2017/184 To fill the vacancy for a Chair of the Burial Ground committee 

It was proposed by Cllr Jason Thomas, seconded by Cllr Mark Smith and unanimously agreed that 

Cllr Ralph Cook is elected as the Chair of the Burial Ground committee to replace Cllr Jason 

Thomas who resigned from the position at the Burial Ground meeting of 28th November 2017.  

 

 2017/185 Update on Community hall extension.  

 The Clerk provided an update on progress made by Mr Brian Williams in drawing plans for the 

 Community hall extension. The plans drawn showing the existing hall layout together with the 

 extension plan was reviewed by members. Some amendments and design suggestions were agreed 

 including the following: 

• The window shown on the end wall should be removed and replaced by a solid wall 

• The doors in the entrance porch should be shown opening in a forward direction 

• The ceiling of the extension should be vaulted and include velux roof windows. 

• The disabled toilet cubicle should be designed to maximize disabled access facilities in 

accordance with current building regulations. 

 

It is understood that the extension may cost in the region of £60,000 without the entrance porch, 

and an additional £5,000 with the porch, although it is emphasized that these costs should be 

regarded as budget estimates only at this stage. 

  

It was proposed by Cllr Jason Thomas, seconded by Cllr Mark Smith and unanimously agreed that 

a planning application should be submitted to Swansea City Council as soon as possible.    

 

A further update on the extension should be provided at the Full Council meeting in January 2018. 

The extension plan should be displayed on the public notice board.  

   

It was suggested that  internal work should be undertaken as far as possible within the school 

summer break which will minimize disruption to hall users, many of whom take a break at this 

time. This is dependent on availability of the appointed contactor. 

 

An application from Arts and Craft Showcase 2018 to use the hall between 21st and 24th 

June may thus be accommodated.   

 

2017/186 To decide on further action relating to the Orbit Roundabout. 

The supplier, Wicksteed playgrounds continue not to accept responsibility in the damage to the 

bearing caused by a lack of lubrication at installation. The Clerk reported that the insurance legal 

helpline has indicated that the Community Council may have a valid legal claim against the 

supplier, and has referred the matter to its claims department to receive a decision on whether it 

will support a legal claim against Wicksteed. Proposed by Cllr Susan Rodaway, seconded by Cllr 

Lynda James and unanimously agreed that the Council should proceed with a legal claim if the 

Insurers will fund the legal costs, 

 

It was agreed that in the meantime Wicksteed should be reminded that the fault was first reported 

within two years of the installation date and that this is significant under current legislation. 

Council should also request that the bearing be inspected by an independent assessor.   

    

2017/187 Environment 

a.   Proposal that the Community Council has no objection to the Gower Society restoring the 

      dry stone wall at Parkmill -  Cllr Susan Rodaway provided the background to the Gower 

      Society request. It was noted that Council is not aware of the wall ownership, nor the length of 

      wall proposed for restoration. Cllr Rodaway has already informed the Chair of the Gower 



 

 

      Society that Financial support is unlikely to be offered by the Community Council. 

      Proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that whilst the Community Council has no 

      objection to the renovation work it will not actively support the work. 

        

 

b.   Update on Christmas lights at Kittle – it was noted that the solar tree lights had not 

      performed as well as expected from product information. However the shopkeepers are 

      taking responsibility for the stability of the trees in front of their premises. It is felt that this 

      first-time Christmas tree provision has been positive and the trees may be grown on at the Field 

      or Burial Ground for use in subsequent years. Cllr Sally Rogers felt that a more formal 

      gathering should be arranged for a Christmas lights switch on, and it was agreed that this 

      suggestion could be developed in a mid year discussion.   

 

c.   Update on Swansea City Council Highways department in relation to Pennard 

      Community – Mr Alan Ferris from the highways department met with members of the 

      Environment committee on 7th December to discuss the proposed establishment of a Green path 

      from Green Farm lane to the Community hall. The discussion was positive and received 

      provisional support from the Swansea City Council representative despite difficulty at one 

      location in providing an ideal minimum path width. The cost of establishing a dust path is 

      beyond the current resources of the Community Council and it will be necessary to seek grant 

      support. We will receive an estimate of costs from the Highways Department in due course. 

 

      Mr Ferris advised that the police will not support a permanent 20mph speed limit past the 

      School without traffic calming measures. This advice is however at variance with that offered 

      by the police. Mr Ferris suggested that to improve on road safety a visual narrowing of the 

      road, could be arranged which could be accompanied by a large sign displaying an appropriate 

      message such as ‘Please drive carefully’.  

      Various other matters were also discussed such as a Speed survey in the village.                                          

 

2017/188  Correspondence 

a.   Mi-space kitchens has offered a free kitchen to replace the present kitchen at the Community 

      hall. 

      It was agreed that this matter should be discussed at a Hall committee meeting on Tuesday 2nd 

      January, to which Mr Chris Wojcechowski of the kitchen company should be invited. This 

      meeting will make its recommendation to Full Council on 8th January. 

b.   Swansea City Council has offered free planning training to two Council members at a training 

      session to be provided on 9th January. 

      No Council members are available. 

c.   The Rural Development Plan Local Action Group is currently seeking new members. 

      Noted. Some Council members are currently sitting on this committee although not as 

      representatives of the Community Council. 

d.   National Trust has sent a letter of thanks to all who supported and participated in the recent 

      Mari Llwyd lantern parade. 

      Letter of acknowledgement to be sent and a suggestion that National Trust should involve 

      various groups in lantern making activity next year including the Community café and Youth 

      Club. 

e.   Swansea City Council has provided details of an alternative footpath to be established with the 

      aid of National Trust in Bishopston Valley, Kittle to by-pass a hazardous sink hole which has 

      recently developed.  

      Noted, with no objection. 

 

                                         ______________________________ 

 

Meeting closed at 9:15pm. 



 

 

 

 


